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Abstract

This article critically examines the elements of intertextuality in the sketches of Anwar Sadeed. It
begins with an overview of Urdu sketch writing and its tradition to provide literary and artistic
context. The study employs the theoretical framework of intertextuality as conceptualized by Julia
Kristeva, outlining its key features. The analysis highlights literary, historical, and socio-political
intertextuality in Anwar Sadeed’s sketches, demonstrating how references are organically
embedded rather than treated as isolated sections. The findings show that his sketches transcend
mere biographical or narrative description, engaging with broader literary traditions, historical
consciousness, and socio-political realities. The study concludes that intertextuality is a central,
dynamic element in Sadeed’s writing, enriching it with intellectual depth and critical insight.
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Texts meet, contradict and relativize each other through repetition, illogical
constructions and non-exclusive oppositions. Y
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Kristeva assumes that a text is compiled as an assortment of quotations and is
assimilation and a makeover of another. Intertextuality reinstates intersubjectivity.
In “The Bounded Text,” Kristeva deals with the process of  creating a text
outside the already present discourse.”
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(Quotation, Allusion, Echo, Refrence, Parody, Calque, Unconscious Sources,
Imitation, Literary Conventions)
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-V Kristeva, Julia. “Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and
Art”. Edited by Leon S. Roudiez.Translated by Thomas Gora, Alice Jardine, and
Leon S. Roudiez. New York: Columbia University Press, 1980 pg 2
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