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"Mohammad was not a man of violence, we must approach his life in a balance
way, in order to appreciate his considerable achievements. To cultivate an
inaccurate prejudice damages the tolerance, liberality and compassion that are

supposed to characterize western culture.” (page. 6, Introduction)
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"Our main source of information is the scripture that he brought to Arabs for
some twenty three years, from about 610 AD to his death in 6324D, Mohammad
claimed that he was the recipient of direct messages from god, which were
collected into the text that became known as Qur'an.” (page. 4, Introduction)
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"The Qur’an is the holy word of God and its authority remains absolute. But
Muslims know that it is not easy to interpret.” (page. 4, Introduction)
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"These directives did not apply to all Muslim women but only to Mohammad'’s

wife." (page. 158)
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"The Hijab was not devised to divide the sexes.” (page. 158)
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"The introduction of Hijab was a victory for Umer.” (page. 158)
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"Mohammad was not trying to impose religious orthodoxy he was not much
interested in metaphysics, but to change people’s hearts and minds. He called
the prevailing spirit of his time “* Jahiliyyah” Muslims usually understand this
to mean the “ time of ignorance” that is the pre- Islamic period of Arabia, but
as recent research shows, Mohammad used the term jahiliyyah to refer not to
an historical era but to a state of mind that caused violence and terror in seventh
century Arabia.” (page. 7, Introduction)
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"Sharia; The path to the waterhole that had been the lifeline of your people from
the time immemorial.” (page. 14)
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"A meditative calm begins to set in. People relax. The jockeying for space ends.

The voices of those who are talking grow quieter and less strained. Others are
silent, lost in thought. A sense of shared community overtakes the discomfort.”

(page. 47)
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"Eventually he went to sleep for a while in the enclosed area to the northwest
of the shrine, which housed the tomb of Ismael and Hagar. Then it seemed to
him that he was awakened by Gabriel and conveyed miraculously to

Jerusalem.” (page. 82)
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"Later Muslims begin to piece together these fragmentary references to create
a coherent narrative influenced perhaps by Jewish mystics of their ascent
through the seven heavens to the throne of God. They imagined their prophet

making a similar spiritual flight.” (page. 83)
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"In Jerusalem he discovered that all the prophets, sent by God to all people, are
“brothers”. Muhammad's prophetic predecessors do not spurn him as a
pretender, but welcome him into their family. The prophets do not revile or try
to convert each other, instead they listen to each other's insights. They invite the
new prophet to preach to them and in one version of the story, Muhammad ask
Moses for advice about how frequently Muslims should pray. Originally God
wanted Salat fifty times a day, but Moses kept sending Muhammad back to God
until the number of prescribed prayers had been reduced to five ( which Moses
still found excessive).” (page. 83-86)
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"Muhammad had not implied that the three “daughters of God” were on the
same level as Allah. They were simply intermediaries, like the angels whose
intercession is approved in the same sura. Jews and christians have always
found such mediators compatible with their monotheism.” (page. 59)
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"Why did the Qur'an find it impossible to accommodate these three Goddesses
alongside the angels? Why ruin the chance of peace with this uncompromising
rejection of an apparently harmless devotion.”’(Chap 2, page. 71)
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"Why did the Qur'an find it impossible to accommodate these three Goddesses
alongside the angels? Why ruin the chance of peace with this uncompromising
rejection of an apparently harmless devotion.” (page. 60-61)
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